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Tiéng néi tim linh trong The spiritual voice in
tho Tran Leé Khanh Tran Le Khanh’s poetry

Jean Cocteau once stated, “poetry is a
Jean Cocteau noéi: Tho ca la mot ton gido | religion without hope”. Is it too bold an
khong ki vong. Diéu d6 ¢ 13 mot su x4c | assertion of the supernatural power or the
tin cho strc manh siéu nhién hay su ki bi, | profound mystery of the poetry world? The
an mat cua thé gi6i tho hay khong? Cau | question is very difficult to answer fully, yet
tra 10i rat kho dé hoan tat, nhung véi ban | for myself, when reading poetry, I often care
than t61, khi doc tho, to1 thuong quan tdm | about the other realm, the faraway place that
dén “coi khac”, d6 moéi 1a noi nha tho do | the poet reaches out to accidentally or
vo tinh hodc cb y ma cham vao, va do | intentionally, and that the full height and
chinh 13 dinh cao va sau nhat cia bai tho. | depth of the poem are found. Pushed to this
O diém v cung 4y, tho ca téa sang va lan | extreme point, poetry shines most brightly
téa nhimng du ba. and spreads its influences across the widest
scope.

Doc Dong song khong voi va Ngay nhw | Reading The unhurried river and Days like
chiéc la ciia Tran Lé Khanh ngudi doc sé& | leaves by Tran Le Khanh, readers can feel
tiép nhan dugc nhimg du ba vo hinh | the invisible yet forceful, quiet yet intense
nhung manh mé, lang 1€ nhung ménh liét | resonance coming from the incredibly
toa ra tor nhimng van tho tham kin, c6 | intimate and stylistically concise poems, as
dong. Nhu c¢6 mot tiéng noi tham dan dat | if there was a dreamy whisper that led us
ta di trong coi tho anh vo1 sy mé dim, | into his poetic realm with infatuation,
mong mo va tin can, cho dau d6 13 nhitng | imagination and trust, against all ambiguity
su mo hd, vo dinh. Toi goi d6 1a tiéng ndi | and uncertainty. I call it the spiritual voice
tam linh trong tho Tran Lé Khanh. in Tran Le Khanh's poetry.
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Tam linh 14 mdt thuat ngir bao ham vé tri
tu€, y thtrc, tinh than, linh hon... Ngoai ra
tam linh con 1a nhitng hién tuong ki bi,
nim ngodi pham vi hiéu biét thong
thudng cua con ngudi, huéng dén nhiing
du cam, si€u nhién, tién tri hodc nhitng gi
thudc vé tin ngudng. Tho ca mang yéu td
tam linh khong con 1a diéu méi la, nhung
dé c¢6 duogc tiéng néi cta tdm linh trong
tho thi doi khi ngudi viét phai 6 vao trang
thai thugng thtra ctia sdng tao.

Spirituality is an umbrella term which
encompasses intertwining concepts of
intellect, consciousness, spirit, soul and
many others. Spirituality also covers
mysterious phenomena outside the scope of
common knowledge, directed to the
supernatural, prophetic or religious events.
That poetry has a spiritual element is no
longer a novelty, but to have the spiritual
voice in poetry is no easy task; sometimes it
would require the writer to be in a
transcendent state of creativity.

Tiéng ndi tdm linh trong tho Tran Lé
Khanh tao nén nhitng du anh day am goi:
chii tiéu dot 1a da/ thodng chéc ngon khoi
gia/ vang triang ram dau dé/ nhimg linh
hon thir ba. Du anh tur ngon ltra thyc xtc
tac v&i mot tri twong tuong tuyét voi dé
cat 1én nhitng cau tho nhu mdt phép mau,
nhu su bién héa. Pao Duy Anh cho rang,
tam linh 13 tiéng noi cta tri tué tu co bén
trong con nguoi. Toi nghi diéu nay dung
v6i tho Tran Lé Khanh nhung d6 phai 1a
mot tri tu¢ dugc thang hoa.

The spiritual voice in Tran Le Khanh's
poetry creates haunting images: the youthful
monk burns the leaves / soon the old smoke
flares out / the full moon falls in painful
labor / (giving birth to) the third souls. A
scene of reality, filtered through a great
imagination, has transformed into magical
poetic verses. Dao Duy Anh once stated that
spirituality is the voice of intuitive wisdom
within people. I think this is true of Tran Le
Khanh's poetry, but it must also be of a
sublimated wisdom.
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Tam linh trong tho Tran Lé Khanh c6 khi
duoc thé hién bang sy gian don, binh di
nhung dé lai rat nhiéu suy ngdm: sdn dinh
chat nguoi/ khoi nghi ngut bao la/ khuon
mdt hoa ham hdp do/ em céi hw khéng/
lau nhe giot mé héi/ cho con ky lin da.
Mot tir tho chét ché va ggi mé giap nguoi
doc nuong theo va phong sy lién tudng
vao vO cung. Anh gitip ching ta nhan ra,
c6 nhimg diéu chung ta nhin thay vay
nhung khéng phai vdy, c6 nhimg diéu don
gian nhu n6 von di vay thoi, va co nhitng
diéu an khuat ching ta phai nhin bang
chan tAm, bang linh cam cua chinh minh
méi ¢o thé thau subt.

Spirituality in Tran Le Khanh's poetry is
sometimes expressed by extreme simplicity
but leaves plenty of room for inference and
contemplation: the crowded courtyard / the
smoke flowing far and far way/ the reddened
flower face / you take emptiness off your
body/ to gently wipe out sweat / for a stone
unicorn. A well-organised and suggestive
poetic content helps the reader to unleash
their imagination. He helps us to realize that
there are things we see but we don’t
perceive: there are simple, transparent things
that we take as what we see, but there are
subtle things we must pay attention with our
hearts and minds and all our intuitive
wisdom in order to grasp.
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C6 1& Tran Lé Khanh 13 nguoi viét manh
vé tam tuong. Ngdy tir tén céac tip tho ta
da thip thoang nhan ra diéu d6. Néu
khong phai 1a tam tudng thi doi thuong
lam sao thay duoc Dong séng khéng vii
va Ngay nhw chiéc ld. Khi viét bang tim
tuong 1a khi nha tho da hoan toan trao gtri
linh hon minh cho tho, ngd hau tao nén
mot thé gidi tho mang mau sic cua tim
linh, duc tin va si€u thuc mot cach khong
¢d ¥, vi d6 1a cau chuyén cua sy thing hoa
trong sang tao ma vi try bao la, quyen
nang trao gu’l cho nguoi Vlet Tran Lé
Khanh khang dinh, xac quyét diéu nay
qua nhirng bai tho ngén o do tri tué¢ va
cam xuc dan cai, théng nhat, nang do
nhau dé két tu nén dién mao, mau sic cia
linh hon: linh hon em tw doa day trén
canh dong/ lom dom trang mudt/ mdi
khéng muon bay lén troi/ nén suot doi
nhuém hong canh sen. Toi van mubn tung
ca cho mdt 1€ gian don nhung tai hoa ma
Tran Lé Khanh da 1am dugc, d6 1a anh dé
dang dem cai doi thuong dé dat vao cai
phi thuong, va huyén bi mét cach nhe
ténh. Chi bﬁng mot vai chir, mot vai dong
tir ¢4 1am nén mot sy chuyén xoay ngoan
muc, bat ngo. Poc Tran Lé Khanh khong
bao gid ban doc co thé doan dinh duoc
ciu sau anh s& viét gi nhu & nhiéu nha tho
khéc, tham chi doc anh rdi con phai ngam
nghi dé hiéu duoc su sdu thim cua ngdn
tir. Néu chi doc ludt thi toi tin 13 s& khong
thé hiéu duoc su siu rong trong tho anh.

Perhaps Tran Le Khanh is a strongly
spiritual writer. We can feel it from the
names of his works. If he is not at all
spiritual, how can a commoner recognise the
river is unhurried and days are like leaves?
When writing in his spiritual voice, the poet
has completely given his soul to poetry so as
to create a poetic world of spirituality, faith
and surrealism in the most natural way,
because his unrivalled creativity has always
been inspired by the infinite, omnipotent
universe. Tran Le Khanh affirmed this
through a series of short poems, where his
intellect and emotion intertwined, unified
and complimented each other to shape and
color his artistic soul: your soul sabotaging
itself on the field / white and speckled /
never wanted to fly to the sky / so got dyed
in lotus pink forever. 1 would like to praise a
simple but brilliant feat that Tran Le Khanh
has done: he can effortlessly fuse the
ordinary into the extraordinary and the
mysterious. With just a few words, a few
strong verbs, he has made an astonishing
and spectacular turn of narrative. Read Tran
Le Khanh’s poetry, readers can never
predict what words will appear in the next
line, and it might take time to ponder the
depths of his surprising words. Skimming
would prevent anyone from recognizing and
appreciating the immense significance of his

poetry.
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Tran Lé Khanh ludn c6 thién huéng dam
minh vao nhitng mo ao dé Kkham pha va
hiéu dugc sy hu vo ma quyen uy cua tam
linh, nhu thé anh mudn d6i thoai voi
nhimg huyén hd dé tim ra dugc chan li
cho riéng minh: gié ludn qudn/ swong
khoi mit mo bay/ mdy mii giang gidng 161/
nguoi va niii twa nhau ngoi/ chi cé thoi
gian 1a roi; ngdy em vé/ con dwong mon
thiee day/ ddy nui up mat vao bdt khoc/
bén kia hu vé... D& dé nhan théy, Tran Lé
Khanh thuong dung cac hinh tugng cua tu
nhién nhu nti, may, cay 14, song nudc,
bién, trang, suwong, khoi, Itra, mua, chim,
hoa... ¢ biéu dat cho ¥ tuong, cam himg
trong tho minh. Ty nhién cling chinh la
hién hiru cta tdm linh dan gian va 1a dau
an ciia mot thé gi6i siéu nhién khac. Ty
nhién vén da tu co su sép dat cua ban tay
tao hoa, nén tuy nhién cling c6 doi séng
tam linh riéng theo nhitng quy ludt riéng
ma & d6 con ngudi khong thé thay doi.
Tham chi, khong it quan niém cho rang tu
nhién con 1a me cta con nguoi. Thé nén,
chang phai ngau nhién ma tho Tran Lé
Khanh dua ra nhiing hinh tuong tu nhién
ay. Boi d6 1a ngudn cam himg vo tan cho
tho va ching cat gitt trong minh nhiing
mat nglr cua tu nhién ma chi c6 tho moi
c6 thé di vao va giai md bang linh giac
cia nha tho. Méng wée vé day/ dém con
dang do/ chiéc 1 géi manh trang cii/ cho
ngueoi vé dudi bong cdy xua.

Tran Le Khanh tends to immerse himself in
fantasy to discover and understand how
spirituality is empty but powerful, as if he
wanted to have conversations with the
mysteries to find his own truth: the wind
waltzes over and over / the fog hazily floats
up the air / the thin clouds hang all over the
streets / people and mountains lean on each
other to sit / only the time has nothing to do;
The day you came back / the path woke up /
the mountain buried its face and cried / its
back side was empty. It can be seen clearly
that Tran Le Khanh often uses natural
elements such as mountains, clouds, trees,
rivers water, sea, moon, dew, smoke, fire,
rain, birds or flowers as symbolistic
expressions of his imaginations and
inspirations. Nature is of course an essential
part of folk spirituality and the permanent
trace of another supernatural world. Nature
is inherently life, so it must have its own
spirituality with its own rules that people
cannot change. Furthermore, the notion that
nature is the mother of human beings is not
uncommon. Thus, it 1s no coincidence that
Tran Le Khanh's poetry offers an abundance
of such natural images. They represent the
infinite source of inspiration for his poetry,
and they store in themselves the natural
narratives that only poetry can decode
through the vehicle of the poet's spirituality.
The dreams come back / the night is not yet
full / the leaf wrapping the old moon / waits
for people returning to the shadow of the old
lree.




