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“TASMA”

How a Claim was Nearly
Jumped in Gum-Tree Gully

of a country that can look back upon its lawless past of

less than thirty years ago—sounds associated with human
life were to be heard in Gum-tree Gully. Where only the magpie
had hitherto tuned his voice in his own grotesquely melodious
key, and pretentious native companions had not been afraid to
stand in a ludicrous row, where kangaroos had hopped and
nibbled, nervously alert without cause, while their little ones
took headers in and out of their pouches unconcernedly, and
lithe snakes had projected their quivering bodies fearlessly
through the scrub—hard-handed men and women began to make
their way. Gum-tree Gully, worthless from an auriferous point
of view, h':d capabilities ol its-own for cultivation, and Gum-tree
Gully was open for selection.

How it acquired its name, in a district where every gully is
made up, more or less, of gum-trees, is a matter to be chronicled.
There are “gums and gums,” and the early explorers of Gum-tree
Gully had testified to their appreciation of differences in trees,
as we mark our appreciation of differences in people.

The veteran gum-tree, which had sufficed, on its own merits,
to give its name to a range of country some miles in extent, grew
close to the bed of one of the many creeks that may be eredited
with an equivocal share in the progenitorship of the River
Coliban. Its claims to military honours were at least as well
founded as those of any royal heir-apparent who has never seen
a battle, or any fancifully martial princess who coquets with her
sword and rides about in her dainty uniform on review days. I
do not go so far as to say that if its claims had been brought
before a Colonial Duke of Cambridge they would have been
precisely examined into, or that a medal would thenceforth have
depended from one of its splattered branches. But supposing a
committee of arboriculturists, in these days of smmpmg out all the
joyous old pantheistic customs, were to sit in open-air conclave
and adjudge the reward of a caressing parasite to the sturdiest old
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F()R the first time for ten years—a long period in the history
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TASMA

C6 nguoii suyt tiém dat & Ranh Bach dan
Lan dau tién trong vong mudi ndm — quang thoi gian du
dai dé mot dat nudc tu nhin lai qua khir vd phép vé thién
chua day ba chuc ndm trudc, nhitng 4m thanh gan lién véi
nhan loai dwoc nghe thay & Ranh Bach dan. Noi d6 vén chi
cé chim &c la ngay ngay lanh 16t nhitng khic ca ki cuc, cling
vai con thu dia phuong gid vo dirng nghe thanh hang lao
xao nhdn nhao. DS ciing 1a noi chudt tdi nhdy nhé kiém &n,
chuét me d6i khi phai canh gidc ngé chirng chung quanh
con con non thi vo tu tho cai dau bé xiu ra vao tdi me. O
d6 con cé cac loai ran, than minh uyén chuyén nhip nhang,
ching ngai chi ma khéng bo quanh kh3p cac bui cay. & cai
noi rirng thiéng nwdc déc, nhitng ngudi dan 6ng dan ba
ran roi bat dau khai hoang. Néu tinh khai thac vang thi
Ranh Bach dan hoan toan vo ich, nhuwng ty né lai cé nhirng
tiém nang khac dé trong trot va chin nudi. Quan trong
nhat 13, R3nh Bach dan thudc dién dat méi duwoc phép
chonl.

Lam thé& ndo ma vung dat cd cdi tén dac hitru nay trong
khi ndm lot thdm gitta mot quan ma vung nao ving nay
déu c6 bach dan xanh t6t, d6 1d mét cau chuyén dai can
duoc ké theo dung trinh tu thai gian. Khéng phai cac cay
déu giéng nhau, cé “cay nay cay no”, va nhitng ngudi khai
khan dau tién & Ranh Bach dan d3 that su tran trong suw
khéc biét gilra cac loai cay 4y, giéng nhu chidng ta bay gid
tran trong su khac biét gitra nguoi véi nguoi.

Cay bach dan chién binh, cdi tén hao hung xirng déng
dé& d4t cho nhirng cum dan cu trai vai ddm quanh day, sinh
trwdng tir day cia mot trong nhitng con lach 16n cé thé coi
I3 mdt phan thuong ngudn cta Séng Coliban. Ly do né cén
uy danh quan ddi cling giéng nhu ly do mét vi thai tlr chua
ném mui trdn mac lai mudn huan chuong, hodc mét nang
céng chla say mé vd céng nhung chi biét vung kiém lam
mau va mic vd phuc xinh dep dé khoe mé&. Cé ngudi con
bdo, néu gid ta trinh ngai Cong twdc Cambridge clua D&
quéc cai mong mudn quan danh nay cla cay bach dan, han
ngai ay cling s& cho ngudi xem xét can than, hodc néu cé
thé, glti d€n han céi huan chuwong va treo trang trong |én
mot canh to dudi tén 14 sum sé cda cdy nhu wdc nguyén.
Nhung giad sir c6 mot hdi ddng cac chuyén gia trong cay, &
cdi thoi doan tuyét tap quéan phiém than nay, ngbi hop kin
chinh pha Uc nhitng n&m 1860. Theo luat nay,
nh phu khao sat.
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trunk in the Australian bush, this ancient gum-tree would have
been entwined for its remaining decades—years are of little
account in the life of such a tree—by the very Abishag of a
creeper.

What unseen warfare it had sustained could only be found
out by noting in its uppermost branches, where a stump or a
splintered jag betokened the loss of a limb. But these were small
tributes to pay to the force of contending winds that had broken
the backs of all the frailer trees around. It was easy to see what of
resistance it had made by looking up its majestic trunk. There
was a grand assurance in the rigidity of its uprightness, a calm
self-assertion in its uncompromising straightness, as if, poised
upon circumvagant roots, that, in exploring the quartzy soil, had
curled themselves around a layer of primeval granite, it knew
that nothing short of an earthquake which should have power to
upheave the foundations of the hill itself could compel its stately
body to the performance of any undue genuflexions.

Every succeeding season had stamped it with hicroglyphics.ol
its own, to the interpretation of which only nature could furnish
the key. Becoming warty as it reached maturity, and discharging
its acrid juices less frequently than in its more expansive and
full-blooded days, it had acquired a seasoned appearance as
compared with the juvenile gums around it, that gave it all
the dignity of a Chiron in the world of the Eucalypti. A close
examination of its seared bark would have brought to light a
succession of short horizontal indentations, succeeding each gther
at somewhat irregular intervals from about four feet above the
ground to within a few feet of its first throwing out of a branch
~a proof that, if time is to be measured by impressions, the gum-
tree was older than the mgst aged oak in Britain—for what
tree can remember a time when naked savages scaled it,
ved out hollows for the reception of their monkey-toes?
. had grown around these scars, very much as the skin

¢ childish cuts and wounds, at which we look in

‘being our bodies have beerw all

we have in common with
alf the night in antici-
{ mself with it in

eft its mark on the
mark on the body, such
altogether.

At oned-not to be twisted
uneiform inscriptions into

2 Chinh xac la 4 foot (khodng 1.2 mét)

v@i nhau phan xr quyén dugc hudng ki sinh ¢é lgi cla cai
cay gia cbi nhat nudc Uc, cdy bach dan nay nhat dinh sé
vui vé xoan xit véi loai ki sinh mf & nhat trong hang thap ki
ti€p theo. DGi vdi cai cdy, mot nam that chang dang 1a bao
so v&i cudc doi dang dang cda né.

Cai cay d3 s6ng sét qua nhitng tran chién vé hinh ndo,
ta chi c6 thé thay vét tich & nhitng nhanh cao nhat cla né.
Trén dé, méi mau cut, mdi mém ring cuwa déu cho thay cdi
cdy tirng mat di mot vai canh 1én. Tuy nhién, d6 khéng
phai 13 cai gid qua dat khi phai chéng choi vdi sttc ép kinh
hoang tlr thién tai - tat cd nhitng cdi ciy yéu &t xung
quanh con bj gié quat cho gy doi ma chét. Ta dé dang
hiéu dugc né d3 chién diu that ngoan cudng khi ngudc
[&n nhin than cay hung vi. M6t su kién dinh bat pham toat
ra tir vé cltng ran trong véc ddng hién ngang, cung su tu
tin lang tham an trong thé ding thang tap khong bao gio
khoan nhugng. Bao ndm vuon minh tir bo ré khéng 16 d3
lan rong khap dat can, 3n sau xudng nhitng 16p khodng
thach c6 xua, cai cay hiéu rd rang chi cé dai dia chan 13p bé
d&i non méi cé thé tam thoi 1am né chao dao.

M6i mua troi qua déu dé lai dau vét dic trung cla
minh 1én céi cdy. Nhitng diu vét day cé y nghia gi, chi me
thién nhién mdi cé thé giai dap. Cang vé gia, cai cly cang
san sUi va tiét it nhwa hang hon so véi thoi tré trai hirng
huc khuéch tan. Hién gio, né cé vé tram ldng dan day hon
nhitng rang cay con non & xung quanh, tua nhu bac hién
triét Chiron trong thé gidi cla loai Khuynh diép. Néu quan
sat ki 1&p vo khd bén ngoai, ta c6 thé thay nhitng thd vd
nam ngang 16i Idm n&i ti€p nhau khdng theo quy luat, tinh
tir d6 cao hon mot mét® so véi mit dat cho dén khoang
moét mét dudi chac phan nhanh clia cdy. Day 1a bang
chitng réng néu tudi tho cay dugc do bing an tuong, cay
bach dan nay s& gia hon ca cay s6i cao tudi nhat nuwdc Anh,
bdi cdy & nudc Anh sao nhé duoc cdi thud héng hoang,
nguoi thd dan d3 tudc vd, cao 16 trén than cay dé dap
chan nhu thé& nay? V& cdy mdi nhu 1én boc lai nhitng vét
thwong do, giéng nhu 1an da lanh lai noi vét thuong bat
can hoi tho bé clia ta, d& sau nay I6n 1én, biét rang co thé
d3 thay d6i hoan toan, ta sé ty hdi vi sao ngay ay ta lai nyc
cuwdi nhu thé, [dam mot dira bé ngdc nghéch thao thirc ci
dém ch& con dao nhip mdi dé ngay sang hom sau ty cat
ma&y nhat vao tay. Chi cé n tuwong vé ngay hdm 8y 13 in siu
trong tam tri ta nhuw vét dao cat dé lai seo trén than thé,
con cdi con ngudi 4y, ta ndi, d3 khéng con hién hiru & day
nira roi.




